FALUN GONG PERSECUTION
FACTSHEET

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL HAS APPEALED TO THE CHINESE AUTHORITIES TO STOP
THE CAMPAIGN OF PERSECUTION OF FALUN GONG, INCLUDING BY RELEASING ALL
THOSE DETAINED SOLELY ON ACCOUNT OF THEIR PEACEFUL RELIGIOUS OR
SPIRITUAL BELIEFS AND PRACTICES.

Persecution of Falun Gong

Amnesty International has raised concerns that the official campaign of public vilification of
Falun Gong in the official Chinese press has created a climate of hatred against Falun Gong
practitioners in China which may be encouraging acts of violence against them.

Common methods of torture include kicking, beating, electric shocks, suspension by the arms,
shackling in painful positions, and sleep and food deprivation. Gender-specific forms of torture,
including rape and sexual abuse, have also been reported.

More than 250,000 people in China are being detained in camps known as 'Re-education
through Labour', on vaguely defined charges having never seen a lawyer, never been to a
court, and with no form of judicial supervision. It is unknown how many Falun Gong members
are detained in these camps.

Report on alleged live organ harvesting of Falun Gong practitioners

A report published by independent researchers David Matas and David Kilgour on 6th July
2006, concludes that large numbers of Falun Gong practitioners are victims of 'systematic'
organ harvesting, whilst still alive, throughout China.

Amnesty International is continuing to analyse sources of information about the Falun Gong
organ harvesting allegations, including the report published by Canadians David Matas and
David Kilgour.

There is, however, a widely documented practice of the buying and selling of organs of death
penalty prisoners in China. The lack of transparency surrounding such practices makes it
impossible to determine whether written consent was obtained.

It is unknown how many Falun Gong practitioners are being executed by the Chinese
authorities. While Chinese authorities conceal national statistics on the death penalty as a
"state secret", various sources indicate China may be executing between 10,000 -15,000
people a year.
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